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The freedom of the children in these countries is
so great, and they prove so incapable of government
and discipline, that, far from being able to hope for
the conversion of the country through the instruction
of the children, we must even despair of their instruc-
tion without the conversion of the parents. And
consequently, [22] all well considered, the first mat-
ter to which we should attend is the stability of the
marriages of our Christians, who give us children
that may in good time be reared in the fear of God
and of their parents. Behold the only means of fur-
nishing the Seminaries with young plants. To attain
this, some charitable gifts would be wonderfully use-
ful, by means of which we could obviate the difficul-
ties that are encountered in bringing about, contrary
to the immemorial custom of the country, the stabil-
ity of marriages. Some thirty persons giving, once
for all, an average of a dozen écus each, would in-
sure fifty stable marriages here, which would after
some time form a world, or rather a Paradise, entire-
ly new,—and still more if only there were some
endowment for it. That will be as God shall please.

Meanwhile, the Seminary at Quebec may serve as
a place to receive the children of our Christians who
shall prove to be of good dispositions; it will serve,
besides, for adults who shall desire in earnest to be
instructed at leisure and more quietly, and [23] for
this purpose may wish to be absent from their coun-
try for a time. Indeed, if those who return from the
seminary are not promptly bound in marriage, the
torrent of bad customs and bad company is so strong,
that some miracle would be needed to enable them
to resist it. The age, besides, of certain seminarists
will give weight and authority to their words, and to



